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Build a Wood Duck Box
by Tom R. Kovach and Robert A. Pierce

Illustration by Sally Onopa.

M a t e r i a l s :
R o u g h , 1" thick cy p re s s , re dwo o d, o r
c e d a r, cut as fo l l ow s :

B a ck :1 11/2" x 30"
Fro n t :1 11/2" x 21"
S i d e s : 91/2" x 22"
To p : 1 11/2" x 12" 

( grain should run front to back )
B o t t o m : 1 11/2" x 91/2"
C l e at : 1" x 2" x 111/2"

One  3" x 12" piece 1/4"- or 3/8" - m e s h
h a rdwa re cl o t h

13/4" to 21/4" n a i l s
( ga l va n i zed or aluminu m )

One 11/4" round head wood s c rew
( rust re s i s t a n t )

I n s t ru c t i o n s :
1 . On front piece, m e a s u re down 2" from the top and mark. Centering the

opening left to ri g h t , cut a 3" x 4" oval below the mark , as shown at left.
2. On the inside of the front piece, at t a ch the mesh hardwa re cl o t h , b egi n n i n g

just beneath the hole.
3. On side pieces, m a rk a line 11/4" from the top edge. Just below the line, d ri l l

3/8" vent holes in the upper right and lefthand corn e rs .
4. In bottom piece, d rill 3/8" drain holes in each corn e r.
5. On back piece, m e a s u re 4" from the bottom and mark. Nail the bottom piece

to the back .
6. A t t a ch sides to back and bottom.
7. A t t a ch front to sides and bottom.
8. A t t a ch cl e at to box back , as show n ,l e aving a 1" space for top to slide

b e t ween cl e at and box body.
8. Slide top into place, and at t a ch to front using the wood screw. The cl e at and

s c rew will hold the lid in place, but the top can be re m oved to clean the box .


